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its SOME NEW BOOKS

lEe In Switzerland

In Our Europe Neighbors serf

published by thb Putnams there Is no mo

or nttracttve volume than that e-

ftled Strfw Life in Tovn and Countr

by ALFHBD Tnouifl Sronr What w

scarcely to bo expected In a book of a popi

lor character the account of the politic
system of Switzerland whether fedcn

or captonal concise as accurat
and found In elaborat
works which treat the subject from tb
viewpoint of science Of posillv
value also to the sociologist are tho char-

ters which deal with public education an
with the national Industries tacludin
the culture of the vine Tho chapter o

the system deserves to be
with particular attention In the Unite
Kingdom andln the United
ipoolflp of the series is t
mako ua acquainted with the character
with the domestlo and social life of th
peoples chosen for portrayal Is carrier
out tho chapters on am
the Swiss on Life and Work ta the Alps-

on Cantonal Life and Character on Swl
Women and Swiss Homes on Swiss Chll
dron on Religious Life and Influences
and onPopular Festivals to which

sgmo tlluitratlons of Swiss typ
present notice we shall pass ova

what the author has to toll us about the
Swiss political organization because wi

have lately had occasion to review sev
oral books devoted to the subject W-

iahull limit ourselves to topics which
aro to the general reader

How dos It happen that German one

Frenoh are the principal tongues spokei
by the Swiss The author reminds ui
that In Cwvtrs time and for some threi-
OTJOUT centuries afterward the oountri-
wMch wo now call Switzerland was In-

habited chiefly by two tribes knowr-

a the Wuotll and the Then
U DO doubt ta process of time they
bocamo less Romanized ta Ion

guago arts and customs When the
however began to crumbl

Helvetia was overrun by hordei
of AJomannl and Burgundlans who

wore the permanent ooouplen
of the land The former seem to have beer
tho sturdier people and It was probably
they who gavetho tougher the
character which ta
time U associated with the Swiss Thoy
preserved their ancient Teutonic tongue
whereas the Burgundions a milder race
adopted the language of the conquered
people Thus It came to pus that wo
now havo Germanspeaking and French
speaking cantons or rather districts for
the dividing line does not always coincide
with cantonal boundaries The Gorman
language Is spoken In tho middle the north
and oast of Switzerland French ls spoken-
In Nouchatel Vaud Geneva and lower
Valals ta the greater of the canton
of Freiburg and In tho Jura Gor
man and French however are not the
only tongues spoken by the Swiss In
the of Tessln or Ticlno Italian Is

In parts of the Orisons another
offshoot of the ancient Latin tongue called
the Romansoh Is spoken According to
the most recent estimates 713 per cent
of the people speak German 214

speak French 50 t er cent speak
Italian and 14 per cent Romansch the
remaining Q3 per cent speaking other
tongues Although Romansch Is con-
fined to tho Orisons several newspapers
are printed In language Romannch-
as we have said of those vernaculars
which after the disruption of the Roman
Empire became gradually differentiated
from the Latin It was at one time tho
common speech of the old Roman province-
of Rbietla which Included the districts
where It Is now spoken the Tyrol and the
contiguous parts of Switzerland and South
Germany

Taken as a whole the Swiss are a strong
and healthy race of men but as Is well

goitre and cretinism are very prey
some parts of tho country though

not to the alarming extent which was for-
merly the caw Goitre Is more common

the women than among the
canton of Yalals a few years ago It

was rare to see a woman who did not
the marks of the malady In tho form
swelled neck Though the swelling is
elsewhere regarded as a great disfigure-
ment It was looked upon In the Yalaln as a
beauty trait and those who did not have It
wore laughed at as being goosoneckwl
Cretinism or Idlooy seems like goltro
to be decreasing Frequent Intermarriage
Inthe same family Is believed to to tho
most friultful cause of cretinism but our
author thinks that Intemperance Is partly
chargeablo with the disease Astdo froze
their liability to theso scourges the Swinn
aa we have said are robust and healthy
Those engaged in agriculture are especially
well built and tough The average length-
of Ufo is 409 years and the proportion of
males to females Is 49 per cent to SI

cause of popular education the
passionately devoted The pub

lie contributions and the private gifts
allotted to this purpose by an otherwise
thrifty not to say closeflsUtd rare may
bo truly described as admirable If tho
country be regarded as a whole the average
education Is very high and It Is a re-

markable feature of the system of public
Instruction that It alms to enable the pupils
to earn a livelihood Thorn are tow If any
countries ta tho world In which there are
oo many men and women of turning

hands to profitable production A-
ltdost all have at their fingers ends some
handicraft whereby In case of need thoy
can earn their bread The present system-
of education dates from 1874 According
to an article of tho Federal Constitution

In that year primary Instruction
sufficient obligatory gratuitous

and unsectorlan Tho execution of tho
law however U delegated lo the several
cantons Tlio result Is that while 12 Is
flied by tho Federal law as tho minimum
limit of ago at which a child can be with-
drawn from school In nomo cantons this
limit Is raised to It iS anti oven 10 Tho
first school year also varies from 6 to
7 In different cantons Moioovor tho
subjects taught differ greatly As regards
physical culture It should bo nolod thut
of the i232 schools posHcased by Switzer-
land 1000 glvo loeaoiiH In gymnastics all
the year round while 3412 glvo them during-
a part of tho year Manual work In tho
form of cutting out Is compulsory for girls
In most of tho cantons Wo add that
although education U made unsectarlan
by tho Federal Constitution the

In many communes within tile
Catholic cantons are members of religious
MsaclationM and In tho of Schwyz-
tlio touching of the catocnlsm Is obligatory
for all Catholic children An attempt-
to put an end by means of a referendum
to such religious tuachlng proved unsuc-
cessful

Tho stipends of teachers of the primary
schools vary from KM to oo a year hut
where the salary is low a hour and n garden
are provided Tho number of secondary
schools Intended to moot tho
hlrjher education U wry largo These In
elude not only gyimiatla the pupils of which
are fitted for the unlv rnitioa but also trado
schools agricultural nnd technical schools
sad schools of art Of universities Swlta
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rluid although H hM but throo mflUot

of Inhabitant possesses six besides a
nlHccnt Federal Polytochnlque at Zurici
Basel Is the only university that
be called anCIent having boon founded I

HOO tho other ereall of modern erection
The University of Freiburg occuplro
one view a unique position
under the patronage of the Pop rather
than under that of the Federal Government
It IB a testimony to tho excellence of Swiss
universities that about a half of tho stu-

dents In thorn and In the Zurich Polytrch
nlque are foreigners Among these HUB

elena are most numerous It Is a fact t

I the credit of tho Swles that they wore th
first to open the of their
to women

Although Switzerland Is ono of the poorer
countries Europo as regards nature
resources the Inhabitants are among tin
best off materially and socially of Conti-

nental peoples There Is work and fall
pay for all who are willing to work Tin
Importance of the Swiss watch making
Industry Is still considerable altliougl

late years It has been Injured to fonu
extent by American and Engllth compel
lion To say nothing of the product ol
Geneva we are told by our author that th
annual output of watches from tho cantor
of Neuchatel amounts to something Hk
300000 In wood carving some 25000 per-

sons were engaged a few years ago and the
number Is believed to have since largely
Increased What watch and clock making
are to west Switzerland the silk and cotton
Industries are to the eastern cantons
Though the silk manufacture of Zurich Is

not now what it once was it still ooouplee

many thousands of hands in the city and
In the neighborhood The Canton of St
Gall may be wild to bo the headquarter
of the Swiss cotton Industry as well as ol
the allied one of embroidery which occu-

pies a multitude of female No

fewer than fifty thousand said
to bo engaged In embroidery in the canton
of St and Appenzell and in parts of
Zurich manufacture of woolen
Is confined chiefly to tho cantons of
Zurich Bernie Soleure and
splninng centres mainly In Borne Among
minor industries may be mentioned thc
manufacture of machinery In Wlnterthur
tho shoemaking of Soleuro tho condensed
milk Industry of Vaud and the manufacture-
of tobacco and cigars from the native
grown plant In Vaud and Aargau

If Swiss wines are little known outside
of Switzerland it U because they fall to
supply the needs of the Swiss Fifteen-

to sixteen million gallons are annually
Imported Nevertheless the average an-

nual production of wino In Switzerland
amounts to nearly a million and a half
hectolitres About 18 per cent of thn soil
under cultivation In Switzerland Is devoted-
to the culture of tho grape The only can
tons In which the vine is not cultivated-
to some extent are those of Schwyz Ap
penwll and Unterwnlden Vaud Is per

tho for Its vine culture
Industry being of

very ancient date From Vlsp In Valnta
to Montreux and Geneva the wine chiefly
produced is white WillIe wine Is grown
very largely too on tho of Lakn-

Neuchatel and although
these districts red wine as well

wines are also produced at the north
of the Lake of Constance along

the Rhine Valley from the mouth of tile
Aar aa far as Bas il and on both sides of
the Lake of Zurich The districts most
notable for red wines are the vine lands
of SchafThausen and tho contiguous wine
growing sections of Zurich and Thurgau
Tesiln or Tlclno produces a good red
wino but the Italian canton has suf-

fered from the introduction of American
stocks

Of cereal producothore comparatively
little In Switzerland but what the Snisti-

fanner misses In thUs Direction he mnkos
up for In cattlebreeding and cheesemak
ing Well known U tho Importance of
the cheese manufacture carried on In the
Clruyoro district and In tho Emtnentlml
and neighboring vnl s Tho amount of
cheese produced from tho milk of tho finest
cows we are told as much aa
two hundredweight per cow In four mo

would lIned to exaggerate tile
of the life of tho Amine hcrd min

Only men In the robust health cnn
stand It A very largo proportion of tho
herdsmen aro killil off before their time
by the rigors of their calling

From a chapter on cantonal life and
character we learn that In the Bernese-
Olierland and In tha forest cantons gen-

erally many oldworld customs survive
One of the observed chiefly In Kltle
buch and Obwald Is known as till Killgany
this was a custom of nocturnal wooing
which l now generally modified In some of
Its moro objectionable features It stcms
that In many of the villages of tho Entlo
and Emma the younger male Inhab-
itants form a kind of vigilance committee-
to prevent the welltodo girls from being
carried off by outsiders The vIllage lov-

ers who belong to this committee are
permitted to pay nocturnal visits and cllmj
to the windows of tho fair ones undisturbed
Curiously enough this usago ho tile sane

of the parents
author tolls us that so far as lila

observation goes Sxvis vomen sro of
medium height stoutly built and plain
rather than handsome To comparatively
few can the latter rpltet be applied Po
general plainness of the typo la attributed-
to the grinding life k d by Swli women
In the past Even now for nil hilt tho
fairly affluent a womans life bt ono of
continuous toll often descending to day-
long drudgery only women
Uio care cf the and of tho children
but they are also expected to aid In tho
breadwinning by carrying on some ppo-

clal hamllcraft such ax lacemaking em-

broldcr or weaving Wo learn from Mr
Story that next to their plalnnoM what
strikes a newcomer most in associating
with SWISS women of the better clots is

their Intellectuality They can as a rule
talk Intelligently not only on i olltle
but on of moro general Interval

and education
country In the world produces better coy
ernesNJH than Switzerland tho best are

to come froze ticnova Lauoanno
and Zurich

Our author says that he cannot recall
a single instance of on thu

PIt of a Swiss boy or girl In town and
country alike the children met one with
a dank Ingciiuuu look and often with
a bright Bunny smile Though they are

Ulck to mark a stranger uivi to uoto what
heetiiH to them his outlindU garb hay
are rarely guilty of any rudemm either
In speech or manner In the village and
on tho country roads they Kldom pax
you without a courteous Outtn Tag or
lion and If you should hauleR to
inquire tho way to homo placu they will

not infrequently take considerable trouble
to hou that you go right It U an InUivst
lug fact that one nor m s SwU ulilhiivn
gathering unripo fruit Thougii tlio nay
tideu aru often thickly planted with fruit
trees nu child l user seen to the
fruit In an unripe condition oliil

Iron arc taught to regard tho plucking of
unripe fruit as almost criminal It Is an
act they Mill tell you that apoBslblo
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other It Menu that la wluorlani
the hours of ichoolgotag aro relatlvel
early Seven oclock Insummer Led 8 li

winter Is tho usual tlrrfo for teaching th
class room As a rule tha bustr w of tb
day begins much earlier In Svrltzerlani
than It does InEngland or thb Statei
The pole and shrunken tortes

In Swiss children are n
doubt to the drudgery whlo-
lb Imixisod upon there out of school hours
but should bo attributed to the
that tho tho peasantry thougl
picturesque o look at aro far from bclni
all that could bo wlshodfrom sanltarj

of view
Swiss military system U in one r-

sp ct at least unique The British
over 500 per man per annum th

Russian any 115 but tho SWiM
army only M5 Tho Swiss were
tho first nation In to introduce uni-

versal liability to military service By at
arttolo of tho Federal Constitution ever
male Swiss Is liable to military service
the law fixes the liability between the age
of 17 and SS Long before ho has rcaohti
thuago of 17 however the SwiM boy has
aa a rule learned to march to pcrfonr
manual exercises and to go through much
of the military drill all these things arc
taught In tho school playground The

forces are distributed In three dl
visions named respectively the Elite the
First IVserve and tho Second Reserve
In the ito nil young men froze tho age
of 20 to 32 ore liable to servo
At the ago last named a man passes
the First He erve to which he belongs
he Is 4i To tho Second Heserv
are assigned all those from the age ol
17 to 50 who are not Incorporated Ir

tho Ito or in the First Reserve Ever
men over 60 years of ago arc not exempt-
If they are capable of service The only per-
sons relieved from tho liability are mem
hors of the Federal Council some of
members of the Federal Tribunal doctors
and officials connected with hospitals
prisons and tho postal and telegraph offices
All tho brothers hi a family are liable to

serve and there Is no exemption on
ground that a family Is dependent on a mar
for support On tho other no one
Is enrolled If ho is under one and
a halt Inches In height unless by
of special qualifications he is
gible for particular branches of military
work Those who pass muster constitute
a little over per cent of the entire
manhood of the country In a recent year
the levy produced 117179 men for the Elite
and 81018 men for tho First Reserve There
1s no picking and choosing In the Swiss
military service That Is to say a recruit
cannot select this or that arm or this or
that regiment because it Is more rrspeo
tablo or more fashionable than another
As a rule each man In placed where he will
toll to tho best advantage Thus a civil
engineer becomes a military engineer a
civil veterinary sugoon Li put Into tho
cavalry or artillery willIe a butcher or
baker Is drafted Into tho commlteariat de-

partment There Is ono exception to the
rule that a recruit cannot choose the
af the service Into which he will
mny elect to Join a cavalry regiment Tills
latitude Is granted because under certain
conditions the cavalry soldier has to pro-
vide and his own horse We add
that the system being territorial every
man norvps In tho division or regiment
belonging to his own district There sro
eight territorial divisions each furnishing

rnmpMo Infantry division
The years recruits as soon as they Join

are to ono of eight military schools
y undergo six weeks training

Afterward they are only required to go
up for flxleen days training every two
rears Each year every one
belonging to the army to

certain amount of practice with the rifle
to kfvp hl hand In and every commune
throughout the country Is provided with
n title range for that purpose The officers
up to the rank of Major aro nomlnnted
by tho cantonal authorities hut before
they arc accepted they must hAw satisfied
tho Federal military authorities as to their
flincK1 for the rank to which it is d
to appoint them Ofll xr of
than Major hold their commissions from
tho Fixleral

no special military
cotlegu like Vet Point or Woolwich or
Sandhurst but every soldier before ho
can become an officer has to attend the
courses of Instruction heM at regular in
tervals In on cinitrn or another At Easel
U a school for tho training of infantry In-

structors There are other schools for
other departments such an for instance
ambulance work and for shooting At
Thun there Is a central
for the instruction of officers of the general
staff and another for regimental
Hero also aro tho principal artillery and
cavalry barracks It should bo noted that
while the Infantry tin field artillery tho
cavalry and certain other are re-

cruited by tilt cantons and as
Kintonil troops tho engineers guides
unitary and administrative officers and
hose In chargo of the army train are en-

rolled by tho Confederation Again arms
supplied by tile Confederation hut

equipments and uniforms are furnished
by cantons for which they are after

rolnburscd by tine Federal
Even on a peace footing

rmy is absolutely complete In every de-

partment Thu and
kLturlnnry departments are thoroughly
Drgnnlod There U a fitting proportion
af cavalry artillery engineers and trans-
port Every battalion IK up to Its
Full strength anti In readiness for service
tn short under tho Swiss system of ad
ntnUtratlon all tho adjuncts for making

army mobile arc In complete order
There are no supernumerary G riorala-

irawing pay in Switzerland With the ex-

xptlon of thofuj holding ostR on the gen-
eral staff thowj the function-
if instructors and a few ether officials
Swl officern reecho pay only during tho
hort they are relied upon for train-
ing Moreover no oflUer rises to a higher
rank than Colonel unless ho bo selected

CoininandorinCliluf when ho Itecomcs-

i Jcniral hence there U only ono Gus
nril In tho SxvibH Army Jn tiino of war
lie Commanderinchief to rc-

wivo tio a by way of remuneration
tine pny of the private soldier in about

0 cents
Since medieval times the Swiss have

recognized tlm IminenH Importance of
nhootlng and It has tho nun of their
nuccestlvt Qjvcrnmontri to encourage ux-

Bllenco in markinanslilp by every means
In their power Tho Tir frdtiral Federal
Shooting Association supjiorted by the
Uoufuduraliun id only ono of Instl-
Lutiuns with tho Kutno rnd In Al

crazy coiiiinuiiu luix its shooting
which with tho iutuiconiiuuiiul-

nnd liiUirfantutml snatches tends to
iii a high Htundard of shooting
by continual practice with their rUles that

SwiM prejaru thoinselves for tho do-

feuui of their country According to our
author no one can watch their practice at
tho butts without being struck by tho
sigh average excellence of tholr mnrk-

manihip Uy1 law every Swiss soldier Is

conlpeied to tire rounds an-

nually If he duos nut complete his score
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tharoutonal rifle me tlng he U oblige
to Attend a three days course of ahootln
under military supervision

with the tow abov
mentioned no one Is In peace
for the service he State as a sol
dler he la put to no expense whllo he I

under the colors When he Is going up fo
drill hU uniform serves In lieu of A rail-

way ticket A Swiss soldier Is held en-

titled to no pension for the service ho rcn
dora his country but Ifwhile under the col-

ors he has been so much injured as to b
Incapacitated for work ho may claim eom
support in case of need If he U killed hi
family will receive some assistance slou
they require It Apart from the few
are exempted from service because of
calling every male Swiss who from phy
steal disqualification does not porforn
military service Is subject to an annun
tax In lieu thereof This whether ho re-

sides In the Confederation or not The ta
amounts to six francs per man with thi
addition of a frano and a half for ever
thousand francs of capital ho may possess-

or for every hundred francs of Income
until the taxpayer reaches the ago of 32

from that age until the ago of 44 he pay
onehalf aa much We observe lastly
that while the Swiss Army Is pronounces
by military experts an admirable Instru-
ment of war it Is on Instrument forges
and kept In repair at the smallest ex-

pense to the community whether tho
in money or the drain entailed upon
life be considered In Switzerland nc

man Is constrained to spend some of tin
best years of his life In garrison-

It seems that tn Switzerland tho habit o

newspaper reading grown enormously
of late Half a century ago the Poe
Office deal with between ten
eleven million newspapers and periodical
annually In 1885 the number had growt
to S9600000 which for a populatloi
of 8000000 was a respectable figure
During the last six years however tin
number has largely Increased In 1N

there were 1003 newspapers and
publications appearing simultaneously Ir

Switzerland and the number has sln
been considerably augmented Of thee
newspapers M4 are printed In German
328 In French S8 In Italian S In Romanrch
the rust are bilingual or published In othti
European languages The most Importnni
newspapers In the Confederation are Ir
French I Journal d Otrifere the Gatrtti-

de Lautanns In German the Baster Kaetf
National Zeitung and the Allgcmtint-

ScAwefrer Ztitung of Easel Dcr Bund ami

the Tagblatt of Borne the Vttii
and Die ZUrchtr oi

Zurich and the Vattrland of
The Vattrland Is regarded as
organ of the Catholic Conservatives ol
German Switzerland while Per Bund U

the mouthpiece of Radicalism throughout
the cantons In general

the Swiss paper not only dlwharges a-

political function but fills for reader
the occupied in tho United States oi

the popular magazine j

that Its literature Is often of a high
This might bo Inferred from the

tact that some of the foremost Ir
Swiss literature are Identified news
paper editors and contributors Among
the newspapers dlstlnguUhid for tholi
purely literary contents tho Journal dt

has long ranked among the first
In the concluding chapter on Types and

Characters the author does not fall to
recognize the merits of Alplno guides It
can hardly be said that these men form a

clam apart because they are all of peasant
origin and most peasants will on occasion-
act as unprofessional guides their
own are
however In this sort of work than others
and so become better known and am
more frequently employed In the authors
opinion all or most of tiles turn aro char-

acterized by their largeheartedncM There
In hardly any rl k they will not run wnroely
any exposure they will not endure to sty

or to help those who are In difficulty-

or danger The average native of
Switzerland gives ono tho
being rough and a llltlo hunt but tho guides
rugged though they are In externals can
be aa gentle as women Our aifthor would
describe collectively as a provUlcwo
haunting most perilous places of tho
Alps M W 11

Tine Orlnln of the Semitic Itacrs
In a large octavo volume of more than

dines hundred entItled A Skttch of
Semitic thi author-
Ir AARON BAIUOX profot M r-

f Biblical literature and Semitic long
ages In Bryn Mawr College has under
aken to trace tho path trodden by the
Somites In the Journey from savagery to
rlvillzatlon In the course of which the
haractcristlo features of their social and

religions life wero created Beginning
with an effort to Identify the birthplace
md cradle of tho primitive Somites tho
author successively discusses their social
Ife the sources of their religious Ideas

vid usages tho transformations which
hose underwent among the Southern and
Western Somites on the one hand and In
Babylon on tin other the extant survivals
if tho primitive Semttlo cult and
ho gradual evolution of tile pure arId lofty
onceptlon of Yuhwe or Jehovah The
xjok concludes with a brief cullmato of
kmltlo social and religious Influence on
he nonSomltto world In tho present
wtico shall confine ourselves mainly
o noting the conclusions readied In the
lines which deal with the birth
lace and tho social and rn
iglous life of the primitive Semites Sub
equently wo may indicate briefly tho ro
ults of the authors study of this evolu
Ion of Yahwo and of Semitic Influence
ipon nonSemitic peoples

Where did tlio Semitic race tako Its
this geographical question various

Answers have been given It line boon con
ended that the of the Semites was
ho gieat central of Asia near the
ourcos of tho Oxus and tho JuxarUH that
ho Semitic emigration Irons region
rccode tho Aryan or IndoEuropean-

wrlinps under pressure from tho latter
nee and that the Somites first settled In

and Babylonia which coun
rios are consequently regarded as tho-

Madlo of their civilization According-
o another hypothesis tho primitlvo Seioitl-
otttlors In Babylonia were finlgrantM from
he land south and houtliwoft of tho Cao-

ilan Sea Another theory makes Cpjitrt-

lvno otainla to have been slot sully tile
radio of Seinltlo civilization but tho actual
jlrtbplace of tho Semites before their
Kpnratlon from tho Hnmitcs or at least
rom the Egyptian branch of tho latter
tock

Omiosett to tho view that Mesopotamia

KM cradle if not tho birthplace
f tho Semltls tho Iwllcf was

primoval home ihis ixllef avowed
iy n early H iHi arid has Kinco-

iecn accepted by bayco by Schrndcr by
Do Ooejo by Wright In favor ol
his belief are the facts first that Arabia-

s the of the world which haa re-

mained exclusively Semitic and
the procc of emigration Irene Arabia

and Syria has been often
cjeat l In times

The theory adopted in tillS volume Is not
Inconsistent with that AraU
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i mu tho ermdlo of Somltlo oivUlutloB bi

i It puta their birthplace br earliest dl-

icoverablo homo In North Africa It
bated on the assumption of the g nen
unity of the HainltoScmltlo stock a
assUmption not now seriously questions
Starting with this assumption the theor

tho following postulates to wit

southern shore of the Mndltci
was tho birthplace or earliest dli-

oovurable home of the HimltoSemltt
race secondly that at some time sine
the glacial epoch which aocordln
to began about 240000 and ondoi
about 80000 ago but after tho goes
of languages still spoken lied begun to

tho Somites wore separated
tholr Hamltlo brethren and In their
ions eastward ultimately reached Arabia
while the more numerous Haraltca
behind on the southern shoro of the Mcdl
torronean spread themselves gradual
over tile northern part of now
long ago these movements began
be ascertained but If as Croll
last glacial epoch ended 80000 years ago
much of the which has since elapse
may have boon occupied by the varioui
movements which have transformed
HamitoSemitic family Into the nation
known to history It may be noted tha
this theory Is not Inconsistent with Horn
mels arguments In favor of the Baby
Ionian origin of tho Egyptian civilization
If It could be proved that tho oldest roonu

of Egyptian culture woro
from Mesopotamia

follow that there was a retroactive West-

ern movement from tho TigrisEuphrato
Valley many thousands of years later thai
the original migration of the Semites fron
North Africa That there have been man
movements of Semite In various direction-
In what may be termed historical times 1

well known
What It zany be asked can have induces

the primitive Semites hi their origins
eastward migration to enter and
themselves In a country so sterile as
Arabia Mr Barton suggests that theli
migration probably occurred so long ag
that tine Nile Valley had not begun U

bo cultivated BO that they templet
by the visible fertility of the country U

stop there Such an Inference may tx

drawn he thinks from the fact that th
language of the earliest monuments ol

Egypt U so different from the Semitic
In our authors opinion the Hamltlc
Egyptians must have como Into the Nil
Valley and developed there their civilize
tlon long after tho Semites had pawed or
Into Arabia wo repeat that this conclusIon
is not Inconsistent with tho hypothesis of i
later backward vravo of Semitic migration
from Arabia into Egypt after the lost
named country had been occupied bj-

Hainltes Returning to tho question whal
the primitive Semitic emigrants
In Arabia wo should bear In mine

that according to Wallace the large tree
letw tracts of desert in Western Asia wore
once covered with aboriginal forcstswhlcli
Were destroyed by the multitudinouscamcli
and goats and that the loss became per
manent on account of the absence of Irriga-

tion Our author thinks however
the extirpation of Arabian forests If
ever existed must have occurred at a very
remote period and he deems It unlikely
that tho Semitic migration can be
far enough hack to render the
such forests an allurement He prefers to
beliovo that the Somltlo emigrants from
North Africa stopped In Arabia simply
Ixoauso found there physical con-

ditions which reminded them strongly ol
thnlr original homo oases peopled
with the datepalm which ta pre-
historic times was Indigenous from the
Canaries to the Punjab and has nt nIl

times played an economic of vast Im-

portance In Emilia lire
How long ago iho Somites entered Arabia

ran bo only guessed On the one hand
Indeed It can be shown on philological
ground that ttielr migration from their
original North African home mint have
taken place after the main skeleton of
HamltoSemltlo verbal formation was
formed anti several of their bnd
been developed On HIP it
nuibt mayo hewn a consUlerabla time after
the chtngi In the contour of the continent
had Interrupted tho landpnscaijo by way
of Gibraltar and by way Tunis and Sicily

had thus separated tho members of
tho Mediterranean race ncident In Europe
Irons thov resident In Africa This In-

ference U justified because while the Ber-

bers nro connected with tho other Uamltio
races In language there Is no linguistic
connection between them nnd any member
of the lllorranenn race resident In Europe
either In ancient or modern times except
lho e Arabs and IlcrberH who migrated
Into Spain In tho early days of Islam Now
there is a general agreement among geo-

logists that the separation of Europe from
Africa had cohipleted by the bo
ginning of glncinl epoch which
us we have stld l fixed by Croll at 240000

ago Since that date theta has
time for tho two great

HiiTiltoStfmltln speech to become differ
ntlnt d as as they were when the

Semltos branched ofT and aUo for tho
Semltio branch to have become indelibly
Impressed with Its characteristic social
organization and religion

However long nan the migration may
ha vecccurretl the peculiar conditions of life
which the Arabian their oases

for mlllciinlums BIO
In the book before us as the matrix In which
Semitic chflicter as It Is known to us
wan fashioned The conditions are thus
summed up by Mr Barton Mt Arablnl
h a lund of hansen and volcanic mountain-
sr strotche of dry unpn

ff toil wido areas shifting
wind lnterrupti by nn occasional oasis
II land wiser the most pert water Is
llniciilt to obtain whom farninn is ulwryti
Imminent wheio hunger thirst heat nnd-
ixpoMiro are tho constant cxp nenco f
tin inhabitant The Bedawi are always
umlerfodthey Mifierconstantly from hunger
ind thirst and their bjdies tiara weakened
fnll mi easy prey to dUennc they rango
ho silent deiort almost devoid of life

where win is allpowerful by day and
iho stars exreixlingly brilliant by night
This begets in them intensity
if faith of a certain kind ferocity exclu
Mvrncss and imagination Thetw are all
Semitic charnctprlsticH whorover wo find

Srniltc and halO run be but llttlo doubt
tutu thin is the land In which these

rails wero Ingrained in tho race Here
oo tho Arabia lniiKUa e preserved In Its
urlty by the harriers which nature Inter
3cd against fcreign iiilluenceN though
I N by no means identical with tho prlinl

lye Semitle language ha preserved more
hnractrri of that primitlvo t eech

ban any oilier primitive tongue
North Africa then Ixing accepted as-

ho earliest hfino of the Semite and Arabia
in tho craiileland of their civilization tine
entree of dIMrljutlon of tho Semitic nations
ver tho lands occupied by them during
ho historical iKriod would be traced In

follows Thu Northern Semites
ho Babylonians Aromaiuis anti Canaan
U flrbt partid from their brethren In
table and willed In
xiring regions where they lived together-
or a long erlod Tho Aramnans wero
ho first to from tho miln body
X thoe emigrants at a contlderably i r
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ported the Canoanltes wad lost of all
AMyrianc branched off Meanwhile a

migration from Arabia had taken soul
errs direction from the md
body In central lastmcntlonc
emigrants had first settled on or nicer tl
southern of the peninsula whence
band of subsequently Int

Africa and made now homes In Abyrslnli
movements must each bo looked upo

going on for a oonalderabl
and In some cases as In Mesopr

and Palestine the lands Invade
were subject to a considerable mlxtun
not only of foreigners but of late come
from Arabia-

It Is tn the authors second chapter
the results of his study of
social life aro presented These result
may be succinctly outlined The SemIte
perhaps aa time of their separt
tlon from had reached
animistic stage of civilization and forme
totemlstlo clans Their fancily relation
wero exceedingly vague Marriage wp

for a short term women resided In th
homes of their own kindred and descer
was reckoned through the mother
killing of female Infants created a paucU
of women which produced a condition o
polyandry resembling the Nair type undo
which a woman may have as many as t

dozen husbands whom sue receives In
or as fancy dictates but who

turn are as many mtstrosse-
aa they At the same time thee
wo among thee primitive Semites mud
sexual Irregularity which was regarded a
innocent Out of this irregularity there
grow through the formation of small trad-
Ing clans and the influence of the captur-
of women a system of Thibetan polyandry-
the system In which a group of brother
share wife Still later among the
Semites was evolved the system of
kinship and of polygamy

Perhaps at the time of their separatloi
from the Ilamltes and certainly at a corn
poratlvely early date after their settle
mont ta Arabia the Semite entered upor
a pastoral anti semiagricultural state
civilization ta which the cultivation of
date palm played a momentous part Upon
this point Mr Barton observes Tho
Importance of the date palm for the sus-

tenance end development of Semltio life
can hardly be overestimated The palm
leaves are today plaited Into string neat
and baskets and the bark Is woven Ini-
orops The dittos themselves terse a
article of Arabian diet some of the people
having almost no other source of nourish-
ment they am exported OK for as Damascui
and Bagdad and in return for them the

able to obtains a few articles from
world The date stones arc

ground and used for the food of cows
sheep and syrup and vinegar am
made from old dates from which also by
some who disregard the Koran a kind
of brandy Is manufactured In fire
our author considers 1alg aves statement
not too strong Dates are the bread of
the tho staff of life and the staple
of commerce Mr Barton adds They
still serve In some of Arabia as the
standard of value do among
shepherd people The date palms cast a

shade which ta contrast to the hot
atmosphere must be exceedingly

grateful regard dates as a
not altogether pleasing staple of diet
but ta a land which produces so sparingly
thor into regarded as a divine gift An
Arabic proverb that fl good house-
wife knows how to set before her husband
a new preparation of date food each day
ta he month

Our author goes on to show that ta many
places much thought has to be devoted-
to the culturo of the date In order
to make them grow In of
tho peninsula the soil must be Irrigated
and ta some parts water for the purpose
must bo conducted considerable
The female flowers of the date palm must
be anldclaUy Impregnated from the mal

a male tree happens to grow
where the winds will naturally carry tr-
pblferi to the female lowers This natural
Impregnation is now sometimes brought

planting a male tree in the midst
oftho female ones but it seems that even
as Into an the early lent of the nineteenth
century observed In tho Slnaitlo
peninsula method once perhaps
more widely used In Arabia of fastening n
bunch wale flowers on a branch ex-
posed to the wind and so placed that tt
would disseminate the over tine
flowers to be fertilized In Mesopotamia
the method which the ancient sculptures
Mtest and which is still employed was to
climb the tree and sprinkle tho pollen over
the flowers This Insured the fertilization-
of each flower The part played by te
date palm and Its culture In the develop-
ment of ancient Semitic life 1 indicated
In a saying which is attributed to Moham-
med and Is here reproduced Moham-
med Is said to mare addressed hi fol-

lowers thus Honor your paternal aunt
tho date Ialm It was our paternal
aunt because It WBH what was
left from the clay of Adam and It rowm
tiles mankind because It stands upright
and it distinguishes between its mimIc and
female and has the peculiarity among
plants of Impregnating the To
appreciate the Importance date
palm possessed ta the eyes of tho Semite
wo must learn our author says the divlno
significant which he attached to It the
reflex of his own social life which he raw
In It nnd note how ho attributed to It all
his knowledge especially tho knowledge
of sex and procreation

In his third chapter tho author essays
to main features of the religion-
of Semitic people He arrives
at tine conclusion that tho earliest principal
Jetties which the Semites had were feminine
deities Accepting tho law that
institutions are in some Important recixttn
patterned on the social and t oliticnl Insti-
tution which economic environment mi
lets possible he expects to flail as ho dove
In fact find that the fitmites as they modi-
fied their environment or reared to a
one and developed a pybtrm of male
ship mndo masculine instead of femlnlm
Jellies the chief objects of Ihelr worship
Ho regards It M a general principle which
nay bo safely applied that thoho pluiw
of Semitic religion which reflect a Kil-
yindrou state of society are mora primitive
than any of tluMi which reflect a jwiti inrclial-
ITie Semitic deities reflecting a patriarchal
tato cf society ares either of later birth
or are borrowed from foreign or
ire formed front n mother goddess by
hanging tier gentler hut retaining many

attributes As society In cons
lucnce of changed environment was trniij-
onned from the matriarchal to pa-

rlarchal form such transformations of
Jellies actually occurred OH Is shown In
the fourth and fifth chapters of thl boot

and there tho old mother goddess
in iomething of her priMlno hide

pKndence prwcrved by the forces of re
igloos conservatism Even whore trans
orrinlon Into a masculine deity occurred
the was often In part retained an iho consort
uid companion of tho manic deity In fine
t IH by following out tho lines of economical

mil social development that Mr Barton
brow light upon tho problems of Semitic
cllglon If this method of investigation
bo pursued deities which have been sux
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posed to b borrowed by one Semitic mt0
Irons another turn out to l nde nuentdevelopments from a common mother
goddess of tho primitive time

The seventh chapter of bork i
voted to an account of
ta which tho Hebrew prophet r pro
tngonlntfl a struggle to eve A new morij
and monotheistic conception of Yihwo
arid to distinguish It tram tie t IP

tho Semitic people Tln jt
como of tho long struggle wn tr dirr-
enttate Yah wo not only from Riui
and clancults of the various
tribes but from his own orlcliml nature
Many pages relating to this suhjevt ar
summed up him tn tha
following sentences The V hw itcw
ancestry we have been tracing M u
Paul would say the Vahwo according to
the flesh ta the age of the Prophets th-

Yahwe according to the Spirit appeared
In the world Yrthwe at the chris of th
prophetic period Yahwe the one Ol
of the world was as conceived by Mi
followers a very different being from
Yahwe as worshipped by the Ke rilt w ind
by Moses The latter was as wa UT
seen a god of fertility pleased with such
rites as similar gods of fertility among
Semites of a like degree of civlluatioa
were supposed to sanction He WM ices
gross than Heal only because s ncmiilo
environment Imposed greater tlrrTUfly
of life uponhls followers Yahw u con-

ceived by the faithful In Israel at the cid ol
tIne EAIO was the God of the world lust
and righteous himself and natlaflxi with
nothing less than Justice and righteous
ness In his followers The conception of
him then held needed but the broadening
and deepening which was to core ta part
through iho contact of his followers with a
larger world In the succeeding centuries
anti In port through the teaching of Jesus
Christ to become the ultimate conception
of God for the ages metaphysically per-
fect morally perfect ifllgloiiily xirfecl

Mr Barton submits that the result to
which his Investigations have led should
b reassuring to the lover of the Old T la-

ment Nothing he thinks could show
morn conclusively that the moral standards
of Israelite prophtts and their con
ception of God are utterly unaccounted
for by their environment Th tnd ncy
shared by the ancestors of the Hebrews
In common with cthor Semites to dilfy
the functions whereby physical life Is pro
duced could give no promise when Judged
by tho fruits It produced ta other places
of the rich and pure ethical ard religious
harvests which It bore ta Israel The
primitive conception of physical father
hood became after Hosea the conception of
n moral fattier with all the high qualities
of on unselfish parent raised to on infinIte
power Tine early conception of a dilly
who gloried In the processes of reproduc-
tion however savagely they might be In-

dulged In was replaced by the oorreptlon
of Yahwe as a tender and affectionate
husband who grieved over the Incontinent
pollution of Israel the bride of hU choice
a husband whose love was the embodi-
ment of all purity whose rule demanded
perfct ethical relations txtween hU inns
and especially between his sons arid daugh-

ters If critical study makes It impossible
for us to truce the birth of thus conceptions
back to Abraham or Moses or to account
for them by the supposition that they de
secnded from heaven amidst the thunders
of Sinai It nevertheless emphasizes their
real Inspiration for It demonstrates on Iho
one hand that they first took their shape
on earth In human minds as all spiritual
com ptiona must and on the other that
there w as nothing ta their physical and social
environment which adequately explains
them that after all the Inspiring touch
of these prophetic hearts by the divine
Spirit Is their only real explatatlon

In the final chapter the opinion U ex-

pressed that Renann original hypothesis
of a primitive Semitic tendency to mono
theism can no longer bo maintained In
his later work Renan modified his claim
and merely asserted that each Semltio
tribe had ts own god at the same time
not denying the reality of the gods of other
trIbes In our authors opinion this po-

sition was well taken but the road from
lienolhcism with which Renan credits
Semitic peoples to veritable monotheism
lay through a long development In which
tribes were welded Into nations at
tribal deities were formed Into polythel tio

pantheons Summing up the nliuloia
Influence of the heretIcs on the rest f
the world Mr Burton says If In h

religious sphere the Semites have any-

where proved themselves worthy te hers
rvf tho human race It not been beesuw
they had at the first a dearer conception
of monotheism than others had but be-

cause the circumstances of rle rt
end oasis environment led them In their
religion toemphafze those functions of life

which are most closely connected with the
growth cf moral and religious feeling ta

the Individual and In the race No doubt
it will b dlMAHoful to many to b told

that the beginnings of Semitic religion

as they were coteclved by Semites them
Kelvrs go back to sexual relations Mr

Barton reminds us that In primitive Urns
such things wore thought uf and
much more Innocently than they are now

Moreover the Semite actually hit upon

R feafiro of human life which aa scientific
Investigntlcn Is ahowlng It even at
the aay Intimately connected with
religious feeling and has had more real

influence In developing moral altnilitio-

nnd humanitarian foellng In the post than
any other As FIsko and
have pointed out the prolongation cf he-

xrlod of in infancy and the

riiwquent development of maternal love

Ml of which fwllngb of obllgfittti aii-
nnscienc have grown are seen to

lie at tho root of the moral and
progress of the race It Is tIne tnM fl

purport of the book before us to den a-

trat that Hie prlmillve SemItes
vptlnn of his goddess and her eLr ien-

o which ho ntlrilrtltpd the beginnings
ntelllKenco and civilization wise rj1e
shun way an emphasis of the name r th

nihidering tho animal panions of hp an

nature it Is little wotider that tte io
of procreation oftin uttrflcta muro-

iitontion t iiii the oiTiriu it

lnti r t which all smites
tlll take in their rhlldnn-
ho fact thai etch relcui n
legenemte IVMI tlo f iu

of deity tin
f trtith that lov in I nel J r-

ascr elitiKnts veio ilimiiatil i y-
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